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“Museums and Hope”

Since Covid 19 started as pandemic in the world, museums closure also
started to be universal, although all of them awaited for reopening.

But the important matter was about supporting each other to be able to pass
this crisis and to move forward until the pandemic was removed.

In order to get through the pandemic, alongside health care, we also needed
hope and solidarity to avoid depressions and despair because of pressures.
So it was necessary to make hope for cheering society up in our networks.
This Hope, could be inclusive or limited for a group or class.

So, it could remind us that although museums were closed, their stories,
narratives and cultural values are still with us, so, that was the moment we
had to count on them for the role they could play in such a condition.

On the other hand , during the home quarantine, we needed to continue our
communications and connections,

all of us, from curators, museologs, to tour guides or journalists. In fact
museums were the reason for our connectivity by providing opportunities for
our friendship and empathy.

That was how museums and their collections became our goal to find
Hope. Thus, Farhang e muze magazine, provided the "Museum and Hope
campaign" and encouraged everyone to introduce a museum object. An
object whether its story or history, is promising for their narrators . Finally,
fifty narrations gathered and this campaign, with all objects, inspired us for
being stronger during the frustrating time of pandemic.

Museums are not just a place to visit, but

They are a source of inspiration. Our narrations from museums, regards to
social conditions

could be wide and varied. That is why we choose some specific objects, to
narrate our own stories according to our circumstances or perceptions or
needs of our time.

One of functions of these narratives could be a response to the psychological
needs of the society based on their historical and artistic backgrounds.

Now, in this issue of Farhang-e Muze magazine, "Museums and Hope"
articles, written by Iranian museum professionals, based on their experiences
and inceptions of pandemic in its early months, collected and published for
those who are interested. Hope you enjoy it.
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